
 
 

Ridgway Town Council 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, January 11, 2012, 5:30 pm 
Community Center, Ridgway Town Hall 

201 N. Railroad Street, Ridgway, Colorado 
 

 
 
ROLL CALL Councillors Rich Durnan, Ellen Hunter, Eric Johnson, Jim Kavanaugh, Rick Weaver, 

Mayor Pro Tem John Clark and Mayor Pat Willits 
 
ADDITIONS & DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 
ADOPTION OF CONSENT CALENDAR   All matters listed under the consent calendar are considered 
to be routine by the Town Council and enacted by one motion.  The Council has received and considered 
reports and recommendations prior to assigning consent calendar designations.  Copies of the reports are on 
file in the Town Clerk’s Office and are available to the public.  There will be no separate discussion on these 
items.  If discussion is requested, that item will be removed from the consent calendar and considered 
separately. 
 
1.   Minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 14, 2011. 
 
2.   Register of Demands for January 2012. 
 
3.  Pursuant to state statute designate the Town Hall bulletin board as the official posting place. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS   Established time for the public to address the Council regarding any item not 
otherwise listed on the agenda.  Comments will be limited to 5 minutes per person. 
 
PUBLIC REQUESTS AND PRESENTATIONS   Public comments will be limited to 5 minutes per 
person; discussion of each item may be limited to 20 minutes. 
 
4.  Request adoption of a Resolution Supporting an Application to the State of Colorado Creative 

Industries to Designate a Portion of the Town of Ridgway as a Colorado Creative District - 
“Bottom Up” Goal 3 Committee. 

 
5.   Request from Public Arts Ridgway Colorado (PARC) for participation in fund raising 

sponsorship – Lucy Boody. 
 
6.  Update on Ridgway Schools – Cheryl Gomez, Ridgway School District Superintendent. 
 
7.  Request for Special Use Permit for 2012 race series events using Town streets and rights-of-

ways – John Ferguson. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS   Public comments will be limited to 5 minutes per person; hearings may be limited to 
20 minutes. 
 
8.  Application for retail liquor store license at 177 Sherman Street, Unit 105; applicant: Gregory 

Doudt – Town Clerk. 
 
POLICY MATTERS   Public comments will be limited to 5 minutes per person; overall discussion of each 
item may be limited to 20 minutes. 
 
9.  Update on the 2011 Traffic Flow Plan and vehicle travel data in Town – Town Manager & 

Marshal. 
 
10.  Approval of the 2012 Strategic Plan – Town Manager. 
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11.  Request for Approval to submit Phase V Enhancement Funds application to the State             

Department of Transportation  - Public Works Director.  
 
12.  Annual appointments to Ouray County/Ridgway Joint Area Planning Board – Town Manager. 
 
13.  Review of Council workshops in 2012 – Town Manager. 
 
STAFF REPORT   Written report is provided for informational purposes prior to the meeting updating 
Council on various matters that may or may not warrant discussion and action. 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS   Informational verbal reports from Councillors pertaining to the 
following committees, commissions and organizations: 
 
Chamber of Commerce Liaison - Councillor Weaver  
County Board of Appeals - Mayor Pro Tem Clark 
County Weed Board - Councillor Hunter; alternate - Public Works Director 
Fairgrounds Liaison - Mayor Willits 
Gunnison Valley Transportation Planning Region - Town Manager; alternate Public Works        

Director 
Joint Planning Board - Councillors Hunter and Weaver, citizen Rod Fitzhugh; alternate – Tim 

Patterson 
Multi-Jurisdictional Housing Authority - Councillor Hunter and Town Manager 
New Community Coalition Advisory Board - Mayor Pro Tem Clark; alternate - Mayor Willits 
Ouray County Transit Committee - Public Works Director; alternate - Town Manager 
Parks, Trails & Open Space Task Force - Councillors Durnan, Johnson and Weaver  
Planning & Zoning Commission representatives - Mayor Pro Tem Clark and Mayor Willits  
Region 10 – Councillor Kavanaugh; alternate - Mayor Willits 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Adjourn to workshop meeting at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 18, 2012 in the Community 
Center at 201 N. Railroad Street, Ridgway, Colorado.  
 
Deadline for agenda items for next regular meeting, Wednesday, February 1, 2012 by 5:00 p.m. 
Town Clerk’s Office, 201 N. Railroad Street, Ridgway, Colorado. 
 
 



RIDGWAY TOWN COUNCIL  
 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
 

                  DECEMBER 14, 2011 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:40 p.m. in the Community Center at 201 N. Railroad 
Street, Ridgway, Colorado.  The Council was present in its entirety with Councillors Durnan, 
Hunter, Johnson, Kavanaugh, Weaver, Mayor Pro Tem Clark and Mayor Willits in attendance.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1.   Minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 9, 2011. 
 
2.   Minutes of Workshop Meeting of November 16, 2011. 
 
3.   Register of Demands for December 2011. 
 
4.   Renewal of restaurant liquor license for Colby’s Corner. 
 
5.   Renewal of restaurant liquor license for Adobe Inn. 
 
6.   Renewal of restaurant liquor license for Land and Ocean Restaurant. 
 
7. Temporary easement on Town property to the State of Colorado Department of 

Transportation for the State Highway 62 Bridge Construction Project. 
 

ACTION: 
 
It was moved by Councillor Hunter and seconded by Councillor Johnson to approve the consent 
agenda.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
RECOGNITIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

The Mayor recognized the accomplishments of two public works employees that received 
awards for competitions at the annual Snow and Ice Conference, were they competed 
against over 250 representatives from municipalities throughout the state.  Mike Jenkins 
placed first place in the tandem axle snowplow truck competition and second place in the 
backhoe.  Jeff Rivera placed third in operation of a tandem axle snowplow.   
 
It was noted this is the third time Mr. Jenkins has placed first in these competitions. 

 
PUBLIC REQUESTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 
8.  Presentation of 2010 Audit  
 

Independent Auditor Pete Blair, with Blair and Associates, presented the Council with the 
2010 Annual Audit and reviewed a Management Report document.  He reported receipts of 
actual fund balances in the general fund were $40,000 higher than budgeted; water fund 
$80,000 higher and the sewer fund was down $8,000.  Actual operating revenues compared 
to budgeted amounts for the general fund were $1,216,150 actual to $1,183,284 budgeted; 
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water fund received $739,234 and budgeted $737,600; sewer fund budgeted at $532,440 
and receipts were $445,054 due to grant receipts not received in the year expended.   

 
Mr. Blair reported a net increase in assets in the general fund of $171,000; and the water 
and sewer funds had a net increase of $102,000.  At the end of 2010 the Town held 1.2 
million dollars in investments and cash, with $478,000 in the bank and $783,000 invested in 
CSAFE and ColoTrust, investment vehicles established for local governmental entities in the 
state.  He stated “the overall financial situation from 2009 to 2010 is an increase of $270,000 
in assets”.  “The general fund has a healthy balance, with five months of reserves”, “which is 
more than other Town’s”.  He explained “the Town is in really good financial shape”. 

 
9.   Presentation of Ridgway Area Chamber of Commerce 2012 Lodging Tax Work Plan 
 
 Kari Wage, President of the Ridgway Area Chamber of Commerce, presented a report 

containing the 2012 Lodging Tax Work Plan; 2011 Year End Marketing and Lodging Tax 
Report from January through November of 2011 and a 2012 Marketing Plan.  She explained 
the Chamber is continuing to grow with more participating members from the business 
community and outreach programs to surrounding areas.  She requested approval for the 
Chamber to receive the lodging taxes appropriated for marketing in 2012. 

 
ACTION: 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Clark moved to approve the lodging tax funds for 2012 to the Chamber, 
Councillor Johnson seconded and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
10. Request for support to delay installation of TWACS meters by San Miguel Power  

Association    
 
 Jean McDonnel requested the Council support a delay in installation of TWACS meters by 

San Miguel Power Association (SMPA).  She noted “there have been enough questions 
raised” and the process should be “slowed for half a year” to allow the community to study 
potential health and privacy impacts.   

 
 Terry Daly, Operations and Engineering Manager with SMPA made a presentation on the 

“advanced metering infrastructure system” the association is proposing to install throughout 
the service area.  He explained SMPA, which a not for profit, community owned co-op 
association, plans on replacing 13,000 meters in the service area that will automatically 
send daily information to the office for billing purposes, and will also provide daily use 
information which can assist users in improving energy use.  Additionally the remote meter 
reading will reduce misread meters, provide consistent billing, and increase power reliability 
by identifying areas when a power outage occurs, and also provide confirmation of power 
restoration.  The system will provide cost savings to the users, “reduce carbon footprint and 
air pollution” and eliminate “meter tampering and power theft”.   The system is a two way 
automatic communication system (TWACS) and transmits data over the phone lines.   

 
 Bill Riley, Engineer with SMPA, explained the TWACS system noting, “no new frequencies 

are introduced over the power lines” it is “not a radio frequency system or broad band over 
the lines”.  It was developed in 1985, meets FCC requirements, is currently used by 350 
utility companies and 12 million meters are in use in the world.  37,000 of the meters are 
installed throughout the Western Slope and have been in use for three years “and no 
complaints have been received to date”.  He explained the data information from the meter 
is transmitted a few times a day to a substation office. The meter is a “power line 
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communication system, not a broadband power line system” and not what is termed a 
“smart meter”.   

 
 Engineer Sten Vid explained over a year ago he began researching and documenting the 

effects of the TWACS meter on persons who are affected by “micro-electrical radiation”.  He 
noted he understands this is a small amount of the population, and the “electro magnetic 
radiation will affect some people, not all”.   He sighted the reasons for this is the microwaves 
are effective “24 hours a day and during sleep”.  “Some people have hypersensitivy to the 
minuscule amounts of radiation from these devices” and he estimated this to be “3-5% are 
mildly sensitive to these devices” and can experience “headaches, migraines, problems 
sleeping and depression which can be caused by other causes so they are not detected 
back to this use”.  He suggested “pay attention in the area and see if people start 
experiencing sleep disorders”.  He noted if a person chooses not to have a meter installed “it 
can still affect persons sensitive to electronics as it comes in from the outside and 
neighboring buildings”. 

 
 Jean McDonnel explained “I am an electrically sensitive person” and the documentation  

SMPA has regarding the product “were generated in the utility sector and no spec’s are 
given on the emission levels or the range”.  She expressed concerns regarding the unknown 
emission levels and lack of independent research; that “any efficiency has not proven itself”;  
privacy issues regarding individual use; and the $25 monthly opt out fee being charged to 
persons who wish to not use the system.  She stated requiring a monthly fee of $25 to not 
use the meter is “unfair to the disabled and people who can’t afford it”.  She noted though 
only 7% of the population is affected “my doctor says I will have a problem and will not be 
able to stay in my home and my community” if the meters are installed.  She suggested that 
a “postcard automatic system” could be installed in place of the TWACS, which allows the 
user to call in the number displayed on the meter.   

 
SPEAKING FROM THE AUDIENCE: 
 
 Trudy Geils explained she is an electronically sensitive person and expressed concerns that 

the meters will “make me sick” and she will have to move. 
 
 Gary Hanson noted that SMPA has presented “facts and valid data”. 
 
 Tom McKenney had questions regarding the frequency of the meter readings, and asked 

“for electronically sensitive people, how much is too much”. 
 
 Christopher Blair proposed the meters be placed in “outlining areas and don’t put them in 

Town so that it doesn’t concentrate electrical pollution”.  He supported waiting six months 
before installation to “find out real answers and then decide”. 

 
 Susan Maybak stated she is opposed to any upgrade that may impact health “for something 

not fully studied yet” and supported a “moratorium”. 
 
 Susan Baker questioned if the meter could be turned off at night and if “opting out” from 

service will prevent the signal from entering the home. 
  
 Joe Ryan expressed concern with “having another communication listening device installed 

into every home that goes back to a central location”.   
 
 There were questions from the Council. 
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The Council took a recess at 7:25 p.m. due to a medical emergency in the audience.  The 
meeting reconvened at 7:40 p.m. 
 
 Questions from the Council continued.   
 
 There were comments from the Council.  Consensus was to direct staff to draft a letter for 

Council review, requesting SMPA reconsider the fee for users to opt out from having a 
TWACS meter installed on their property; to seriously reconsider other opt-out options on 
behalf of what is best for the community and provide a more affordable option.  Also that 
potential privacy issues in the future be studied so information does not leave the meter that 
can be shared with other parties.   

 
11. Request from Ouray County Housing Authority for nomination of at-large member to the 

board  
 
 Town Manager Jen Coates explained a vacancy exists for an at-large member on the Ouray 

County Housing Authority board.  The Multi-Jurisdiction Agreement with Ouray County and 
the City of Ouray requires the jurisdictions be solicited for suggestions of potential 
replacements for at-large members.   

 
 The Council agreed to defer the decision to the board. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS    
 
12.  Application for restaurant liquor license at 520 Sherman Street for 520 Burgers; applicant:  

520 Burgers LLC; shareholder: Catherine Sarmiento  
 

Town Clerk’s Notice of Public Hearing dated 11-2-11.  Staff Report from the Town Clerk 
dated 11-21-11 presenting an application for restaurant liquor license from 520 Burgers LLC 
to license the premises at 520 Sherman Street.   
 
The Town Clerk explained the shareholder in 520 Burgers LLC, Catherine Sarmiento is 
seeking a restaurant liquor license for 520 Burgers.  The licensed premises will encompass 
an outdoor patio to the north and east sides of the building.  She reported all requirements 
of the license application have been met, all fees paid and all forms received, and the 
background check from the Colorado Bureau of Investigation has been received and is 
clear.   

 
ACTION:   
 
Councilmember Johnson moved to approve the restaurant liquor license for 520 Burgers.  
Councillor Hunter seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
13.   Adoption of the Town of Ridgway Fiscal Year 2012 Budget and Setting the Mill Levy for 
        Fiscal Year 2012  
 
      The Town Clerk/Treasurer presented the 2012 Fiscal Year Budget and asked the Council to 

consider resolutions adopting the budget for each fund, appropriating monies from the 
various funds and levying general property taxes for 2012.  
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ACTION: 
 
Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Clark, seconded by Councillor Weaver and unanimously carried to 
adopt Resolution No. 11-10 Summarizing Expenditures and Revenues for Each Fund and 
Adopting a Budget for the Calendar Year Beginning on the First Day of January 2012 and 
ending on the Last Day of December 2012. 
 
ACTION: 
 
Councillor Johnson moved to adopt Resolution No. 11-11 Appropriating Sums of Money to the 
Various Funds and Spending Agencies, in the Amount and for the Purpose as Set Forth Below, 
for the 2012 Budget Year.  Mayor Pro Tem Clark seconded and it carried unanimously. 
 
ACTION: 
 
On a motion by Councillor Hunter and a second by Councillor Durnan to adopt Resolution 
No. 11-12 Levying General Property Taxes for the Year 2012, to Help Defray the Costs of 
Government for the 2012 Budget Year the motion carried unanimously after a call for the vote. 

  
POLICY MATTERS      
 
14.  Request for approval to submit grant application for the Colorado River District 2012 Water 

Resource Grant Program  
 
 Public Works Director Joanne Fagan explained the Colorado River District has grants 

available to the ten counties located within the area the district serves.  She suggested the 
Town apply for the 2012 grant funding to assist in the design of upgrades to Lake 
Ottonawanda.  The application, which is due in January, would be for a grant request 
between $25,000 and $50,000 and requires a fifty percent match. She noted the grant funds 
would be used for a geo-technical report and completion of the endangered species portion 
of the environmental report. Engineering services she would perform, would be the Town’s 
match to the grant. 

 
ACTION: 
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro Tem Clark and seconded by Councillor Hunter to approve the grant 
application.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
15.  Update on 2011 Mosquito Abatement Program  
 
 Manager Coates explained each year the Town prepares a report for Ouray County on the 

efforts and results of the annual mosquito abatement program.  The Council reviewed the 
report and map, and the Manager explained the major problem area was located north of 
Town adjacent to, and at, Ridgway Reservoir.  Plans for the new year include meeting with 
state park representatives in early spring to collaborate on abatement efforts. 

 
STAFF AND COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

The Town Manager reported Tyler Schultz with Arborist Services, met with the Parks 
Committee and presented observations and finding regarding the aging tree population in 
Town.  A tree inventory will be prepared and identify future maintenance and replanting.  
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Councillor Durnan noted this will include community outreach and education on how to 
extend the life of the trees.   

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Councillor Johnson reported the Parks Committee has completed the Parks and Trails 
element to the Comprehensive Plan, and it will be forwarded to the Planning Commission in 
January. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

The Town Attorney suggested the Council enter into an executive session subject to State 
Statute Provisions 24-6-402(4)(a)(b)(c)&(e), to discuss legal matters regarding water rights. 
 

ACTION: 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Clark moved to go into closed session, Councillor Durnan seconded and it 
carried unanimously.   

 
The Council entered into closed session at 9:05 p.m. with the Town Attorney, Town Manager 
and Public Works Director. 

  
The Council reconvened to open session at 9:45 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 9:45 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Pam Kraft, MMC 
Town Clerk 
 
 







Resolution No. 12‐01 

 

Resolution of the Town Council of Ridgway, Colorado 

Supporting an Application to the State of Colorado Creative Industries Division to Designate 

a portion of the Town of Ridgway as a Colorado Creative District 

 

 

WHEREAS, Colorado’s Creative  Industries Division, within the Office of Economic Development 

and International Trade, was established in July 2010 to capitalize on the immense potential for 

Colorado’s creative sector to drive economic growth in Colorado, and 

 

WHEREAS,  in 2011, Governor Hickenlooper signed  legislation passed by the General Assembly 

that  encourages  the  formation  of  Creative  Districts  in  communities,  neighborhoods,  or 

contiguous geographic areas, for the purposes of: 

 

 attracting  creative  entrepreneurs  and  artists  to  a  community,  infusing  new 

energy and innovation which in turn will enhance the economic and civic capital 

of the community; 

 creating hubs of economic activity, thereby enhancing the area as an appealing 

place to live, visit and conduct business, as well as create new economic activity; 

 attracting visitors; 

 revitalizing and beautifying communities; 

 providing a  focal point  for celebrating and strengthening a community’s unique 

identity; and 

 showcasing cultural and artistic organizations, events, and amenities, and 

 

WHEREAS, Two Creative Districts will be certified in 2012 with each receiving a $15,000 grant and 

a  technical  assistance  package  to  enhance  their  districts.  Five  applicants will  be  identified  as 

“Prospective”  districts  and  each  will  receive  $8,000  and  a  customized  package  of  technical 

assistance  to  enhance  the  likelihood  that  they  will  be  certified  in  the  future.  Up  to  eight 

applicants will be identified as “Emerging” and each will receive $2,000 and technical assistance 

to further their district planning, and  

 

WHEREAS, All  communities  interested  in  the program  – Certified,  Prospective or  Emerging  – 

must apply  for district  certification  to be eligible  for any of  the  levels of grants and  technical 

assistance, and 

 

WHEREAS,  panelists  will  assess  applications  based  primarily  on  District  Characteristics, 

Management and Planning, and Community Buy‐In, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Ouray County Creative District Committee was formed in 2011 as a result of the 

Ouray County Bottom Up Economic Development Planning and Goal #3 of  the  final plan  is  to 



“Use  HB  11‐1031  to  Define  a  Creative  District  within  Ouray  County  to  Obtain  Funding  to 

Promote Creative (Artistic) Industries and Cultural Heritage”, and 

 

WHEREAS, the expected outcomes and measurable results identified in the 2011 Ouray County 

“Bottom Up” Economic Development Plan are: 

 

 Increase creative industry related tourism 

 Increase job opportunities in creative industries 

 Increase profitability of creative industries 

 Promote Ouray County's  scenic beauty  and unique  advantages  through  visual 

and performing arts 

 Retain, expand and attract compatible businesses and industries 

 Increase  local spending and support of creative  industry products and cultural 

events, and 

 

WHEREAS,  on May  11th,  2011  the  Town  of  Ridgway  passed  Resolution  11‐05,  accepting  and 

supporting  the  “Bottom Up 2011 County Economic Development Summary Top Five Economic 

Development Goals & Strategies For Ouray County, Colorado" dated April 15, 2011, and 

 

WHEREAS,  the Ouray  County  Creative  District  Committee  has  been meeting  for  a  period  of 

approximately 9 months  to  implement  the  goals  and  action  items of  the 2011 Ouray County 

“Bottom  Up”  Plan  and  has  made  significant  progress  to  that  end,  and  which  includes  an 

objective to submit an application to the State of Colorado for Creative District certification. 

 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  HEREBY  RESOLVED  BY  THE  TOWN  COUNCIL  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 

RIDGWAY, COLORADO that the Town Council supports an application to the State of Colorado 

to certify a portion of the Town of Ridgway (see attached map) as a Creative District, or  in the 

alternative graciously receive designation as a “prospective” or “emerging” Creative District to 

have access to resources that will increase the likelihood of certification in the future. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 11th of January, 2012. 

 

 

              TOWN OF RIDGWAY 

 

 

                         

              Pat Willits, Mayor 

ATTEST 

 

 

         

Pam Kraft, MMC, Town Clerk 





         Agenda Item ___________ 
        

              File No. _______________ 
 
 

                                                   STAFF REPORT 
 
 

Subject:  Retail Liquor Store License Application – San Juan Liquors 
Initiated By:  Pam Kraft, MMC, Town Clerk 
Date:  January 3, 2012 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
BACKGROUND: 
 
We have received an application for a retail liquor store license from Gregory Doudt to license 
the premises at 177 Sherman Street, Unit 105.  The trade name of the establishment would be 
San Juan Liquors. State law requires a public hearing before the local jurisdiction for application 
of a new liquor license. I have posted and published a notice of hearing before the Town 
Council, and have posted the premises, all in accordance with state statutes. 
 
All requirements of license application have been met, all fees paid, and all forms received, 
including a cleared background check from the Colorado Bureau of Investigation.  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
ANALYSIS: 
 
One of the restrictions on issuance of an application is establishment of possession of the 
premises for which the application is made. The applicant, Gregory Doudt, is leasing Unit 105, 
at 177 Sherman Street (in RiverView Plaza) from Scott Schroder. The term of the lease is two 
years.   
 
Another requirement is that all applicants must be fingerprinted and a background check 
conducted.  Liquor & Beer Code Sections 12-47-307(3)(a)(b) allow the local licensing authority 
(Town Council) to have access to criminal history record information furnished by a criminal 
justice agency in considering an application.  The code also states that if the licensing authority 
takes into consideration the information, they shall also consider any information provided by 
the applicant regarding such criminal history record, including but not limited to evidence of 
rehabilitation, character references and educational achievements, especially those items 
pertaining to the period of time between the applicant’s last criminal conviction.  A background 
check has been performed on Mr. Doudt and has been cleared by the Colorado Bureau of 
Investigation. 

 
The application hearing is a quasi-judicial proceeding and the local licensing authority must 
allow any party in interest to present evidence and to cross-examine witnesses.   
 
A new license application generally cannot be received or acted upon for any type of liquor 
establishment within 500 feet of any public or parochial school or the principal campus of any 
college, university, or seminary unless the local licensing authority has waived this requirement.   
 
Code Section 12-47-301(2)(b) states a local licensing authority may deny the issuance of a new 
tavern or liquor store license when such authority determines that the issuance of such license 
would result in or add to an undue concentration of the same class of license, and as a result, 
require the use of additional law enforcement resources. 
 
Section 12-47-301(2)(a), paraphrased reads, before granting any license, the licensing authority 
shall consider the reasonable requirements of the neighborhood, the desires of the adult 
inhabitants as evidenced by petitions, remonstrances, and all other reasonable restrictions that 
are or may be placed upon the neighborhood.   



 
12-407-312(2)(a) addresses the results of the investigation and decision by the local authority 
and paraphrased states, before entering any decision approving or denying the application, the 
local licensing authority shall consider the facts and evidence as a result of its investigation, as 
well as any other facts, the reasonable requirements of the neighborhood for the type of license 
for which application has been made, the desires of the adult inhabitants, the number, type, and 
availability of alcohol beverage outlets located in or near the neighborhood under consideration, 
and any other pertinent matters affecting the qualifications of the applicant for the conduct of the 
type of business proposed.   
 
The statutes further state no license may be issued to or held by any person who is not of good 
moral character and any person employing, assisted by, or financed in whole or part by any 
other person who is not of good moral character and reputation satisfactory to the licensing 
authority.  Also a license may not be issued to any sheriff or deputy, or police officer or a person 
under the age of 21 years of age.   
 
A decision of the local authority approving or denying an application shall be in writing stating 
the reasons thereof, within thirty days after the date of the public hearing, pursuant to 12-47-
312(3). 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ATTACHMENT 1.  Notice of Public Hearing 
ATTACHMENT 2:  Application 
ATTACHMENT 3.  Premises map 
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MONTHLY UPDATE TO THE TOWN COUNCIL  
January 11th, 2012 

 
This Update is a supplemental report for inclusion in the Town Council agenda packet for the regular monthly meeting, and 
for  posting  on  the  Town  website.    It  is  for  informational  purposes.    Items  herein may  or may  not  warrant  Council 
discussion, and do not require Council action. 

 
Water  
 
The  new  pump  station  at  Vista  Terrace  is  on‐line  and  the  pumps  are  now 
running. The system includes redundancy in the pump capacity, alarms to notify 
staff  if  the  tank  is  too  high  or  too  low  and  if  the  pumps  are  not  operating 
properly.   New controls will allow staff to adjust the discharge pressure so that 
we  can  either  supply  the main pressure  zone  in Vista  Terrace or  fill  the  tank 
which is part of the upper zone in VT.  The old system lacked all these features.  
There  is  also  new  telemetry  to  tell  the  pumps what  the  tank  level  is, which 
includes photovoltaic powered controls at the tank site where we do not have a 
SMPA service.   So far the system is working well.   
 
Thank you DoLA for financing a big piece of the project, and a huge thank you to 
the Public Works Director and everyone on  the Public Works Crew who contributed  significantly above and 
beyond the regular course of duty to make this project feasible when the available funds were nearly 50% less 
than what was needed to do the job.  Successful completion of this project is another tribute to the quality and 
expertise  that we  have  in  the  Public Works  Department, which makes  challenging  infrastructure  projects 
possible with  limited  funds  and  resources.    The  Public Works  crew  also  reached  out  to  the  Vista  Terrace 
homeowners to insure the visual impact of the new station was as minimal as possible, which was not easy but 
in the end everyone appears satisfied. 
 
December was an uneventful month at the water plant.  As we have experienced in the past, the rate at which 
we can treat the water slows down as the temperature of the water drops.  This is expected since the colder 
water is more viscous and so it takes more pressure to push it through the very tiny holes in the filter fibers.    
 
Staff is preparing a grant application to the Colorado River District for assistance with the out of pocket costs 
to get the Lake Otonowanda renovation project shovel ready.   The application  is due the end of January and 
we should know whether the project will be funded in the spring.  If successful, this will positively impact the 
Water Fund budget in 2012. 
 
Wastewater 
 
The force main relocation project in preparation for the new highway bridge remains on hold.  We are working 
on an additional easement upstream of the proposed crossing to assist with the diversion of the river and we 
are waiting  for  a  dewatering  permit.    The  contractor  is  still  considering when would  be  the  best  time  to 
complete the work given the constraints with the eagles, cold winter temperatures, and varying river flows.   
 
Nutrient Criteria 
 
A coalition of environmental groups has formally proposed modifications to the nutrient regulations the State 
Health Department  (CDPHE)  published  in November.    The  former’s  regulations would  negate many  of  the 
exemptions  for  small  lagoon  systems  especially  those  lagoon  systems  that  are  downstream  of  another 
wastewater treatment facility.   As drafted by CDPHE, a small lagoon system would be able to expand the plant 

Happy New Year! 
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and  still  keep  its  exemption  from  the  nutrient  treatment  regulation,  but  with  the  Environment  Coalition 
proposal,  any  expansion  would  trigger  the  nutrient  removal  treatment  requirements  making  it  virtually 
impossible expand a  lagoon based wastewater plant and  stay with a  lagoon based  treatment  system.     The 
regulatory hearing is scheduled in mid March and in the interim, all the parties will be working to find common 
ground and build their cases to present to the Water Quality Control Commission. 
 
Streets and Drainage 
 
Street work in December included snow plowing, sanding, and pothole repair.  Some of the busier streets were 
re‐bladed while they were at the correct moisture content to reduce the wash boarding.  Staff is also working 
on routine equipment maintenance as time allows.  Because the County did not crush gravel this past summer, 
the dump truck  is getting a bit of a reprieve and  is not going back and forth to Colona 5‐6 times per day for 
over a month. 
 
Sad Backhoe News 
 
During the last snow storm, the transmission in the older backhoe locked up.  With the County’s assistance we 
got  the hoe  to  the  John Deere dealer  in  the Grand  Junction  and  are  awaiting  a  repair  estimate, which we 
anticipate will be significant… obviously  this  is an unfortunate news although we are acutely aware  that we 
have been buying time with this aged backhoe.   
 
Transit 
 
The  3‐County  Regional  Transit  Committee  received  a  small  grant  from  CDOT  to  update  the  2008  Transit 
assessment, focusing on ridership numbers, routes, and costs.    
 
Parks  
 
Parks staff installed Christmas lights in early December and has been working 
on building maintenance.    In  years past, Dan  Zaugg used  to  compact  cross 
country  paths  through  what  is  now  the  Athletic  Park.    Dan  donated  the 
equipment he was using to the Town a couple of years back (thanks Dan) and 
with  the  snow  in mid December, Town  staff  compacted  some  trails around 
the perimeter of the park. The groomed trails are built outside of the playing 
turf and we hope the community will stick to the groomed tracks to preserve 
healthy turf. 
 
River Corridor Improvements 
 
We  have  been  reaching  out  to  gather  information  from  community members,  consultants,  agencies,  and 
others on the behavior of the river over time and  improvement opportunities for the Rollans Park section of 
the river corridor.  A small group of individuals will convene in mid‐January to further review opportunities and 
solutions for improvements.  The discussions are focused on short‐term improvements with an understanding 
that community priorities expressed this past year during the Land Use Update and Parks Planning processes 
indicate a larger, community‐wide plan for the river corridor within the Town is desired.  It is likely that due to 
the bridge construction project the river section south of the pedestrian bridge and encompassing areas north 
and south of Highway 62 will be closed  for  the 2012 river season.   We hope  to have additional  information 
regarding this soon and will share the details as soon as we have them. 
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CDOT/ Town Enhancement Projects 
 
We are working on the preliminary design focusing on the Hwy 550 crossing and the Palomino Trail sidewalk.   
We will soon be speaking with Ridgway Land Company on the Lot 3 sidewalk route (just east of Hwy 550, north 
of Hunter Parkway) to proceed with survey, easement and design work. 
 
We also met with CDOT staff  in early December to conduct a preliminary scoping of proposed Phase V.   The 
scope  of  the  application, which  is  due  the  end  of  January,  includes  at  least  some  of  the  following  (and  is 
subject to change based on funding and feasibility): 
 

Sidewalk per the streetscape plan on the north side Charles Street from Railroad to Lena 
 
Curb, gutter, and sidewalk on the east side of Lena from Charles to approximately 50’ north of the 
CDOT ROW line (to allow for 3‐lane project’s tie in) 
 
Curb, gutter and sidewalk on the west side of Lena where it is missing from Clinton to Charles 
 
Potentially sidewalk on the south side of Charles from Lena to Cora 

 
Bollard style dark skies compliant lighting for the bike path from north of the library to Sherman St 
and to the Post Office 
 

Highway 62 Bridge Project 
 
We met with CDOT  in early December  to  further define  the design details of  the highway bridge, which  is 
coming together nicely.   We  identified colors, concrete forms, pilaster styles and sizes, guard and pedestrian 
rail designs, and  landscape features.   Doug MacFarlane as a member of the Streetscape Committee and  local 
architect has been a great help in working with CDOT on the design details, and we have hired Doug to design 
the banner poles with  funds budgeted  for  this project.   CDOT has  indicated  they are  currently planning on 
funding  the  construction  inclusive of  these  additional  features, which  is  great.   Working with  the Durango 
CDOT crew on this project has been great and we are excited about the potential for this significant gateway 
feature.   We also met with  the Black Canyon Land Trust  to discuss  the  temporary easement  in Rollans Park 
during  the bridge construction, and submitted a detailed  landscape plan  to  the CDOT contractor  for  the bid 
package.  We are working with CDOT to understand the construction detour plan and impacts to river access, 
etc. and will share this information with the community as soon as it is available. 
 
Gunnison Basin Roundtable 
 
The  Gunnison  Roundtable  and  the  Arkansas  Roundtable  received  a  grant  from  the  Colorado  Water 
Conservation Board (CWCB) to evaluate the potential of Blue Mesa Reservoir to serve as a water bank and help 
mitigate any  compact  curtailments  from  the Colorado River Compact.   The Blue Mesa Study will be one of 
several studies  looking at water banking and compact curtailments. The Blue Mesa study will  include a  lot of 
modeling of inflow and outflow under various weather and development scenarios.  The work on the project 
should begin in February. 
 
Technical Energy Audits/ GEO ESCo Program 
 
The Town executed a contract with Ameresco in December to complete technical energy audits for Town Hall, 
the Town shop and hut, wastewater and water treatment facilities, and the Hartwell Park restroom pavilion.  
In order to be able to participate  in this State sponsored program through the Governor’s Energy Office, the 
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project  is  a  collaborative  one with  the  City  of Ouray.    The Ouray  City  Council  recently  removed  the  City’s 
building audits from the Ouray/Ameresco contract, which impacts the feasibility of the entire project and the 
Town’s audits are now in jeopardy unless the City and Ameresco work something out.  This is very unfortunate.  
We remain hopeful that additional education on the value of the program and an understanding of the impact 
on the Town’s audits will encourage the City Council to reconsider participation.  
 
Land Use Update Plan 
 
The Planning Commission (PC) and Task Force presented the draft plan to the public  in early December, and 
the  feedback on the plan was reviewed and discussed during  the  Jan. 3rd meeting of the PC and Task Force.  
The  plan  and  land  use map  are  being  finalized  now  and  the  final  draft will  be  presented  to  the  Planning 
Commission during the Jan. 31st regular meeting.  If approved, the plan will be presented to the Town Council 
during the February Council meeting. 
 
Parks, Trails, Open Space and Amenities Plan 
 
The  committee  had  its  final  meeting  in  December  and  a  draft  plan  will  be  presented  to  the  Planning 
Commission this month, and if approved to the Council in February.  With the map near completion, we have 
secured the services of a mapping expert to finalize a professional map for community display and distribution. 
 
Staffing Update 
 
We had a staff meeting in mid‐December to give thanks for a successful 2011, share a 10‐year perspective on 
the Town, and review the 2012 Town budget and strategic plan with the individual impacts and opportunities 
for each department and the team as a whole.  It was very positive and we are looking forward to an eventful 
and productive year.   
 
We also had a very nice thank‐you celebration for Bill Behan, the Town’s Building  Inspector for 7 years.   We 
shared  great  stories  of  the many  good  times  and  gave  thanks  for  Bill’s many  successes  for  the  Town  of 
Ridgway.   
 
We are in the process of hiring an independent contractor for inspection services, and Dan Bartashius has been 
a great help with this transition  in performing  inspections and responding to the community.   Dennis Moyer, 
the building  inspector  for  the City of Ouray  is working with Dan until  the  independent  contractor  is hired, 
which we anticipate will be mid‐late January. 
 
Marshal’s Department 
 
The  holiday  season  was  relatively  peaceful  for  the  Marshal’s  Department,  which  hopefully  means  the 
community had a joyous season.  In addition to regular patrols and peacekeeping activities, the Marshals have 
continued  collaboration  with  the  Public Works  Crew  on  ordering  and  installing  street  and  traffic  signage 
around Town in follow up to the Traffic Flow Plan as well as troubleshooting issues with the radar trailer.   
 
Western San Juans Community Energy Board 
 
The Board will meet again on January 17th at 3PM in Ridgway Town Hall. 
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Strategic Economies Together (SET) 
 
The Town is participating  in a federally sponsored (HUD) regional economic development training with Ouray 
County and  the 6‐county area  through a grant award  to Region 10.   The  first meeting of  the group was on 
November 18th  in Montrose with about 40 representatives attending to cover the scope and purpose of the 
effort  and  getting  to  know  each  other.    The  next  meeting  is  Friday,  January  13th  in  Montrose.    More 
information on the SET program is available at: http://nercrd.psu.edu/SET/2PageOverview2‐2011.pdf 
 
Governor’s Visit 
 
Governor Hickenlooper will be in Montrose on Saturday and staff will be present with Council Member Weaver 
as part of the “Creative District” discussions. 
 
Town Website 
 
Please check it out: http://www.town.ridgway.co.us/.  
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